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FREE SCHOOL MEALS (FSM) AND PUPIL PREMIUM (PP)

Who is eligible for Free School Meals and Pupil Premium?
All children who are at school; and were under 19 at the start of the academic year; and are
claiming or have parents who are claiming:

Income support; or

Income Based Job Seekers Allowance; or

Income Related Employment and Support Allowance or

Child Tax Credit, as long as you do not get Working Tax Credit and whose annual
income (as assessed by HM Revenue & Customs) does not exceed £16,190; or
Support under part VI of the Immigration & asylum Act 1999; or

e Guarantee element of State Pension Credit

e Universal Credit (with an annual take home pay of no more than £7,400, as assessed
by earnings from up to three of your most recent assessment periods)

Note:

e Families in receipt of Working Tax Credit are not eligible for Free School Meals and
Pupil Premium.

e Those entitled to Working Tax Credit during the four-week period immediately after their
employment ceases, or after they start to work less than 16 hours per week, are entitled
to Free School Meals.

e The Pupil Premium will only be awarded to your school if you apply for Free School
Meals, however, please note your child is not required to have the Free School Meals if
they prefer not to.

When do | apply?

Please apply by September 2025, or as soon as you become eligible under the above criteria. We
will inform you of confirmed entitlement and when it will start and will continue to check your
entitlement via our secure electronic checking system.

What is Pupil Premium?

Pupil Premium is additional funding given to schools to help raise the attainment of pupils. It is paid
to schools according to the number of pupils who have been: Registered as eligible for free school
meals at any point in the last 6 years.

How is Pupil Premium used?

The funding can be used for a range of interventions including: help with costs of school trips, music
fees, teaching assistant staff, after school programmes, equipment. To find out more about how this
funding is used at your child’s school, please contact the school or visit the school website.

Check your entitlement for Free School Meals / Pupil Premium Funding
Applications are online here

Free school meals and pupil premium
www.cambridgeshire.qgov.uk/freeschoolmeals




