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Tell your teacher!

Exam Busters
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Remember Your 
Command Words

STATE

Simple answer - correct                 or                    .

DESCRIBE

Details - where/               /numbers/                    .

EXPLAIN

Details -                 /why & specific/key                         .

SUGGEST

	 : based on what you have                    .

HOW FAR

Your                         on the                         .

Planning Time for Exams

Marks Minutes For Example

< 20 + 2 minutes 18 marks = 
20 minutes

20 to 30 + 3 minutes
24 marks = 
27 minutes

> 25 marks + 5 minutes
30 marks = 
35 minutes

Recall After Learning

100
90
80
70
60
50
40
30
20
10

10 min 24 hrs 1 week 1 month

If you don’t review
what you learn.

You’ll only 
remember

5%

1 month later 
(or sooner)

1 week later
(or sooner)

24 hours
later

After Class
You forget 80% 

of what you learn
in the first 24 hours

It is proven that by 
reviewing what you’ve 

learnt at regular intervals, 
you can reduce how much 

you forget to just 10%

Review your work
4 times within a month
and you’ll remember

nearly 100%5%
10%

40%

60%

90%

Reading – 10mins        Planning 30 marks and above – 10mins         Checking  – 10mins
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The Rice Exam SystemCheat Sheet
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READ the question twice

IDENTIFY and highlight the command word

CONCENTRATE on the key words 

EXPLAIN your answer 

Mind Mapping

Mind mapping is a poweful learning technique which encourages the brain to form connections 
between information and pictures.

PETAL

POINT

EVIDENCE

TERMINOLOGY

ANALYSIS

LINK


