
1. The Background to Germany

Task 1: Look at the two maps that follow, then do the following: 
a) What changes can you see between the 1789 and the 1871 maps? 
b) Can you list at least 15 States/regions that make up Germany 

Task 2: Research Task: Who was Kaiser Wilhelm II? (when did he rule, background, 
character?) – write a brief fact-file for him. 

Task 3: Our course begins at the end of WWI in 1918. However, it is important for us to 
understand what Germany was like before this so you can see how it changed. Read the 
extract on slide/page 4 and take notes. In particular: 
- How was Germany’s constitution organised from 1871 onwards? 
- What was Germany like/made up of? 
- Where did power lie/who had power? 



Germany 
pre-1789

(The 1st Reich)



Germany 
1871-1918

(The 2nd Reich)




