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July 2023 

 

English Language 
 

 

Reading 
 

See the full list of recommendations from  
The School Reading List  
 
Recommendations for Year 12 
 
Eve out of her Ruins 
by Ananda Devi 

  
'There’s a careful balance 
between beauty and despair, not 
just in the carefully crafted 
sentences but in the content. The 
depiction of the commodification 
of female sexuality is nuanced 
and haunting, never gratuitously 
bleak or polemical. In a storyline 
that involves a murder, a 

wrongful arrest, a riot and revenge, there’s space for 
love, for poetry, for hope. That Devi (and 
Zuckerman) get all of this into less than 200 pages is 
remarkable'- The Irish Times 
 
Witch Light 
by Susan Fletcher 
 
The new novel from Susan 
Fletcher, author of the 
bestselling ‘Eve Green’ and 
‘Oystercatchers’. A wild young 
girl from the mountains of 
Scotland, has been imprisoned 
as a witch. Terrified, in a cold, 
filthy cell, she awaits her fate of death by burning – 
until she is visited by Charles Leslie, a young 
Irishman, hungry to question her.  

Half of a Yellow Sun  
by Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie 

 
Caught in the middle of the 
Nigerian Civil War, three 
disparate characters find their 
lives inextricably intertwined in 
this visceral study of race, class 
privilege and love.  A powerful 
image of African politics and the 
catastrophic and enduring 
effects of war.   

 

 
 
 
 
Mother Tongue: The Story of the English Language 
by Bill Bryson 
 

 An entertaining read.  Mother 
Tongue sweeps through the 
history of the English Language, 
from its starting point as a 
hybrid of ancient dialects, 
through to the impact of invader 
languages, and the nuances of 
modern grammar, spelling and 
pronunciation conventions.  A 

great read for students interested in languages, 
linguistics and English.  
 
Many Different Kinds of Love: A story of life, death 
and the NHS 
by Michael Rosen 
 
Poems, diary entries, doctor’s 
notes and nurses’ observations 
make up this moving account 
of Michael Rosen’s six weeks in 
a Covid-induced coma.  An 
antidote to the anti-vaxxers 
and Covid denial, Many 
Different Kinds of Love is a 
warm expression of hope, 
strength and positivity and it is 
a compelling read for all sixth 
formers.  
 
Burnt Shadows 
by Kamila Shamsie 

 
 Set on the day of the Nagasaki 
atomic bomb detonation in 
August 1945, this story follows 
Hiroko as her life changes in an 
instant, how she moves to 
Delhi and how her life moves 
again, to New York, with an 
astonishing turn of events.  
This moving novel combines a   
sweeping narrative with 

absorbing characters set to a backdrop of history, 
politics and social comment.  
 
 

https://schoolreadinglist.co.uk/secondary-ks3-ks4-reading-lists/sixth-form-reading-list-books
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English Language 
 
 
See the full list of recommendations from  
The School Reading List  
 
Recommendations for Year 13 
 
White Teeth 
by Zadie Smith 

 
One of the most talked about 
debut novels of all time, White 
Teeth is a funny, generous, big-
hearted novel, adored by critics 
and readers alike. Dealing - 
among many other things - 
with friendship, love, war, 
three cultures and three 
families over three generations, 
one brown mouse, and the 

tricky way the  past has of coming back and biting 
you on the ankle, it is a life-affirming, riotous must-
read of a book. 
 
The Reason I Jump 
by Naoki Higashida 
 

This eye-opening first person 
autobiography reveals what it 
feels like to be autistic and how 
a neuro-divergent present sees 
and experiences the world.  
Written when the author was 
13, it offers teens a unique 
glimpse not just into non-verbal lives, but also into 
the many different ways events can be perceived, 
and all the different ways life can be lives.  
Recommended for students interested in abstract 
ideas, art and psychology. 
 
The Periodic Table 
by Primo Levi 
 
Inspired by the rhythms of the 
Periodic Table, Primo Levi 
assesses his life in terms of the 
chemical elements he associates 
with his past. From his birth into 
an Italian Jewish family through 
his training as a chemist, to the 
pain and darkness of the 
Holocaust and its aftermath, Levi reflects on the 
difficult course of his life in this heart felt and deeply 

moving book. 

 
 
 

North and South 
by Elizabeth Gaskell 

 

Having grown up in London and 
rural southern England, 
Margaret Hale moves with her 
father to the northern industrial 
city of Milton. She is shocked by 
the poverty she encounters and 
dismayed by the unsympathetic 
attitude of the textile-mill owner 
John Thornton, whose factory 

workers are engaged in an acrimonious strike. 
Against this backdrop of social 
unrest, the relationship between 
the two is tumultuous, and it 
takes further upheaval and 
tragedy for them to see each 
other in a different light.  
 
The Alchemist 
by Paulo Coelho 
B 
A global phenomenon, The Alchemist has been read 
and loved by over 62 million readers, topping 
bestseller lists in 74 countries worldwide. Now this 
magical fable is beautifully repackaged in an edition 
that lovers of Paulo Coelho will want to treasure 
forever. 

Every few decades a book is published that changes 
the lives of its readers forever. This is such a book – a 
beautiful parable about learning to listen to your 
heart, read the omens strewn along life’s path and, 
above all, follow your dreams. 

On the Beach 
by Neville Shute 

 
After the war is over, a 
radioactive cloud begins to sweep 
southwards on the winds, 
gradually poisoning everything in 
its path. An American submarine 
captain is among the survivors 
left sheltering in Australia, 
preparing with the locals for the 

inevitable. Despite his memories of his wife, he 
becomes close to a young woman struggling to 
accept the harsh realities of their situation. Paul 

https://schoolreadinglist.co.uk/secondary-ks3-ks4-reading-lists/sixth-form-reading-list-books
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English Language 
 

 

Writing Tasks 
 

Trinity College Essay Prize  
 
Visit the Undergraduate Essay Prizes page of the Trinity College website for information on Essay Prizes for Year 
12 students. 

 

 
emagazine 

 
Read an emag article and write 3 questions relating to the content. 
 

 
 

https://www.trin.cam.ac.uk/undergraduate/essay-prizes/
https://sites.google.com/mysandstorm.org/sandringham-super-curriculum/home/ks5/english-lang-ks5#h.tl6pnfxcfaoe
https://sites.google.com/mysandstorm.org/sandringham-super-curriculum/home/ks5/english-lang-ks5#h.tl6pnfxcfaoe
https://www.englishandmedia.co.uk/
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English Language 
 

 

Listening Tasks 
 
Listen to lectures 
 
Lectures from UCL or Gresham College Lecture will provide a taste of the university experience: https://www.gresham.ac.uk/  
 

 

Podcasts 
 
Listen to language focused podcasts: 

 
Great Writers Inspire  
Lingthusiasm 
Comedy of the Week 

 

 
Word of Mouth podcast 
 
Word of Mouth podcast on BBC Radio 4 iPlayer. 

 
 
 

https://www.google.com/url?q=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gresham.ac.uk%2F&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AOvVaw1BzjGHwXk86DnahX_kI4Zo
https://www.google.com/url?q=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gresham.ac.uk%2F&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AOvVaw1BzjGHwXk86DnahX_kI4Zo
https://sites.google.com/mysandstorm.org/sandringham-super-curriculum/home/ks5/english-lang-ks5#h.9kypdx25cxid
https://sites.google.com/mysandstorm.org/sandringham-super-curriculum/home/ks5/english-lang-ks5#h.9kypdx25cxid
https://www.google.com/url?q=https%3A%2F%2Fpodcasts.ox.ac.uk%2Fseries%2Fgreat-writers-inspire&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AOvVaw1n_EuYLsNHBq_GdwNKM0D4
https://www.google.com/url?q=https%3A%2F%2Fpodcasts.ox.ac.uk%2Fseries%2Fgreat-writers-inspire&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AOvVaw1n_EuYLsNHBq_GdwNKM0D4
https://www.google.com/url?q=https%3A%2F%2Flingthusiasm.com%2F&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AOvVaw1A6mUX9sXRym1jkd6cO8HB
https://www.google.com/url?q=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.bbc.co.uk%2Fprogrammes%2Fp02pc9x6%2Fepisodes%2Fdownloads&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AOvVaw0g7CEU64ilca3BI_sr-Y_G
https://sites.google.com/mysandstorm.org/sandringham-super-curriculum/home/ks5/english-lang-ks5#h.dbiv9tq9hyl5
https://sites.google.com/mysandstorm.org/sandringham-super-curriculum/home/ks5/english-lang-ks5#h.dbiv9tq9hyl5
https://www.google.com/url?q=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.bbc.co.uk%2Fprogrammes%2Fb006qtnz%2Fepisodes%2Fdownloads&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AOvVaw3a1soIWmFx_zts8buCC2fG
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English Language 
 

 

Research Tasks 
 
Language and Power 

 

 
Research how language is used to uphold power – visit the Royal Courts of Justice, download political speeches 
from the www.gov.co.uk 

 

https://sites.google.com/mysandstorm.org/sandringham-super-curriculum/home/ks5/english-lang-ks5#h.tgi48is2or3g
https://sites.google.com/mysandstorm.org/sandringham-super-curriculum/home/ks5/english-lang-ks5#h.tgi48is2or3g
http://www.gov.co.uk/
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English Language 
 

 

Watching Tasks 
 
Comedy sketches 

 

 
Watch a variety of comedy sketches and explore how humour is created.  
 

https://sites.google.com/mysandstorm.org/sandringham-super-curriculum/home/ks5/english-lang-ks5#h.tgi48is2or3g
https://sites.google.com/mysandstorm.org/sandringham-super-curriculum/home/ks5/english-lang-ks5#h.tgi48is2or3g
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English Language 
 

 

Trips and visits 
 
Samuel Johnson’s House 

 

 
Visit Samuel Johnson’s House in London. 

 

 
The British Library 
 
Attend The British Library.  Find out what’s going on at the library and attend an event.  
 

 
Primary school  
 
Arrange a visit to one of the local primary schools in ACES Academies Trust to research how students learn to read and write. 
 

 

https://sites.google.com/mysandstorm.org/sandringham-super-curriculum/home/ks5/english-lang-ks5#h.tgi48is2or3g
https://sites.google.com/mysandstorm.org/sandringham-super-curriculum/home/ks5/english-lang-ks5#h.tgi48is2or3g
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.drjohnsonshouse.org%2F&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AOvVaw3jgQGo7yYrfCmRh3xyaEL-
https://sites.google.com/mysandstorm.org/sandringham-super-curriculum/home/ks5/english-lang-ks5#h.swzvg9xwalkh
https://sites.google.com/mysandstorm.org/sandringham-super-curriculum/home/ks5/english-lang-ks5#h.swzvg9xwalkh
https://www.bl.uk/events?audience=cultural
http://www.acesacademies.co.uk/
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English Language 
 

 

Student Led Tasks 
 
Comment and opinion 

 
Sharing your findings with other sixth form students, explore comment and opinion articles to understand how 
representations are created.  

 
Linguists 
 
Explore and consider key ideas and works from linguists. 

 
Blog 
 
Set up your own blog where you write about an issue or subject important to you. 

 
Give a talk 
 
Deliver a talk to your peers on your area of Language investigation. 

 

https://sites.google.com/mysandstorm.org/sandringham-super-curriculum/home/ks5/english-lang-ks5#h.tgi48is2or3g
https://sites.google.com/mysandstorm.org/sandringham-super-curriculum/home/ks5/english-lang-ks5#h.tgi48is2or3g
https://sites.google.com/mysandstorm.org/sandringham-super-curriculum/home/ks5/english-lang-ks5#h.si2p3exnqftl
https://sites.google.com/mysandstorm.org/sandringham-super-curriculum/home/ks5/english-lang-ks5#h.si2p3exnqftl
https://sites.google.com/mysandstorm.org/sandringham-super-curriculum/home/ks5/english-lang-ks5#h.p0ryt895a4ym
https://sites.google.com/mysandstorm.org/sandringham-super-curriculum/home/ks5/english-lang-ks5#h.p0ryt895a4ym
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English Language 
 

 

Creative Tasks 
 
Keep a scrapbook 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Keep a scrapbook of interesting articles and examples of language use in different contexts. 

 

https://sites.google.com/mysandstorm.org/sandringham-super-curriculum/home/ks5/english-lang-ks5#h.tgi48is2or3g
https://sites.google.com/mysandstorm.org/sandringham-super-curriculum/home/ks5/english-lang-ks5#h.tgi48is2or3g
https://sites.google.com/mysandstorm.org/sandringham-super-curriculum/home/ks5/english-lang-ks5#h.2mrt64o59a4
https://sites.google.com/mysandstorm.org/sandringham-super-curriculum/home/ks5/english-lang-ks5#h.2mrt64o59a4

