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Waltz Listening 1


1. How many beats are there in each bar in this piece?

2. Describe as best as you can the instruments you can hear in this piece. 

3. What do you think is the function of the music that you hear for the first 4 seconds?

4. Describe the tempo of this piece, choosing from the list below:

Allegro


Lento


Grave


Moderato

5. Waltz music is composed for dancing to. What style of dancing do you think would go with this music?

[image: image6.png]DF#A

N

W <

I3t

. S

al A
N

[ 1 Y

[ 1 YR

[

. m

TR e O

[ 1 Y

[ 1 Y

[

. m

T4 T8 ©
= va 14

N e





Waltz Listening 2


1. How many beats are there in each bar in this piece?

2. Which instrumental family plays the melody at the beginning?

3. Which percussion instrument joins in towards the end of the first section?

4. When you have answered the questions above, try to hear the om-pa-pa pattern. Which beat of the om-pa-pa pattern is the strongest?

Waltz

In the 19th Century, the Waltz was a popular dance. To go with the dance, composers wrote music. This music was performed live for people to dance to. The waltz has certain rules, or conventions. Just like dance music has conventions today.

The waltz has a strong pulse, and a ¾ metre. This means that beats are grouped in threes, and the first of each three is accented so the dancers can hear where the strong beat is. To help accent the first beat the lowest note, the bass note, is played on the first beat, and on the second and third beats there are higher pitched lightly played chords. This is often referred to as the om-pa-pa pattern.

The waltz was danced by the wealthy people, the aristocracy and the upper classes. They were the only people who could afford the musicians or the instruments to play the music. Waltzes were also written for the concert hall, for symphony orchestras to play to a large audience. At the concerts, there would have not been dancing!
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Waltz Facile

Learn to play the melody of Version 1 first; once you have mastered this move on to the next version of the melody, we will be adding the accompaniment part later.

Version 1
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Version 2
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Version 3
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 Waltz listening 3

1. What is the instrument that plays the fast arpeggio figure in the introduction?

2. How many beats are there in each bar in the main section?

3. True or False: At the beginning of the main section there is a section of call and response between the instruments of the percussion family and the clarinet.
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Waltz Listening 4

Piece 1:


1. Which instrument plays the melody at the beginning of this piece?

2. How many beats in each bar in this piece?

3. The first melody that you hear is repeated later in the piece, how is it different the second time?

Piece 2:

1. At the beginning of this piece the strings play using a techniques called pizzicato. By listening to the beginning describe what this word means.

2. What is the dynamic level at the beginning?

3. True or False: Towards the end of the extract there are suddenly loud chords followed by quieter music. 

Combining Melody and Harmony

Waltz music is an example of Western Classical Music. In Western Classical Music melodies are often combined with harmonies to make the music sound fuller. For this to work the pitches in the melody must fit with the pitches in the harmony. Look and listen to the two examples below:  
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Why is the first example so different from the second? How can this example help us in our own composition projects?

Composition Project 
For this project you will be using a worksheet. Below are some helpful reminders to guide your work.

( Harmony and Melody – they must fit together!

( One note per bar to begin with. How many beats will this note last for?

( Extension idea: Passing notes – remember that you used these in your Year 7 projects. If you can’t remember what they are look at the example below. (Passing notes are shown with a + sign)


( Extension idea: If you are confident with chords, write your own chord sequence for the middle A minor section. Use chords I, II, IV, V and VI. (You should start and finish with chord I!)

( Extension idea: Chromatic passing notes – use the notes of the chromatic scale to join up your melody notes. 

( Extension idea: Why stick to om-pa-pa? Are there any other patterns you can use for your middle section that will provide a good contrast? (Remember to stay in ¾!)






















