Disco

Disco was a style that evolved in the 1970s. It was music designed for dancing, and was characterised by a steady pulse around 120 bpm, 4/4 time signature and rich orchestrations with swooping string meloldies.
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Disco came about in the clubs and gay scene of New York and it became widely known and popular through the film Saturday Night Fever. This film combines gritty working class life and fantastic disco dance scenes. The film was a hit, although it received critical controversy (sex, drugs, swearing, racism and sexism led to an 18 certificate).

Disco was radically different from the rock styles of the 60s and 70s. Its light-hearted character was an escape from the political upheaval and scandal of post-Vietnam and Watergate America. The chance for people to dress up in polyester shirts and huge platform shoes and dance their troubles away was appealing!
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Disco was not universally liked though, it went out of fashion quickly and there was even a ceremonial burning of disco records at a sports ground in Chicago organised by a rock music radio DJ! Its influence can be seen in many modern dance forms especially House.
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Question 1.  “A Fifth of Beethoven” – “2001 Odyssey” from “Saturday Night Fever”

1. How many beats are there in each bar?

2. Which instrumental group plays the melody in this piece?

3. Which famous piece of music is adapted in this piece?

4. What is the tonality of this piece?

5. Extension question – Other than the instrumental group that plays the melody, what other timbres can you hear, and how are they used? Be as specific as you can be. Try to use the words bass/countermelody/accompaniment/chords in your answer. 

Question 2. “Instant Replay” - 1978

1.True or false – the first 2 bars of the bass line of the verse repeat.

2. A Glissando is played on the piano just before the Chorus starts. What is a glissando?

3. What texture is used in the chorus? Antiphony/Polyphony/Monophony

4. Which of the following show the count in of this piece correctly?

Question 3. “I will survive” - 1978

1.How does the texture of this piece change during the first verses?

2. During the instrumental break after the chorus, which group of instruments plays the melody?

3. True or false – the harmony for the verse is the same as the harmony of the chorus.

4. What is the tonality of this piece?

5. Extension question - Listen to the bass line. The pattern it is playing is called a circle of fifths. Can you explain why?

Question 4. “Love Sensation” - 1980

When they heard this piece a student said “This song has got lots of familiar sounds and melodies in it, but when I have heard them before they are different to this song.”

Can you explain why this might be? Can you think of any other examples of where something similar happens?
