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	“Sound the loud timbral, O’er Egypt’s dark sea; Jehovah hath triumphed, His people are free.”
Listening part 1 – Cross Road Blues

( Where is this music from?

( Describe the instruments you can hear

( When do you think this music was recorded?



Introduction to Blues
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	Listening part 2 – Death Letter Blues

( How many bars long is each section?

( Does the music repeat at all?

( If it does describe how this works.




“Well sure, blues is a feeling! But you can write the truth with the blues” Booker White

12-bar Blues

Blues is often grouped into 12 bar sections that follow a chord sequence. For this reason it is often referred to as 12-bar blues. The Chord sequence is shown below in the Key of D.
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Because this chord sequence is used so widely it is possible for musicians to play blues together just by agreeing a key.

Activity – Play through the Blues chord sequence. Make sure you use F# and C# when you need to!

Extension – experiment adding a 7th or 9th to a few of the chords.

“It really is this to me: it’s a relief, for pressure” Henry Townsend

Melody writing in Blues

In Blues melodies can be either composed or they can be improvised. To make your melodies sound bluesy, try to use the following techniques:
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( Swung quavers
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( Syncopation

( Using the blues scale or the pentatonic scale
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“The Blues expresses personal feelings which are understood by a wider community.

 It is this shared experience which is important.” Clive Griffin
History of the Blues
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Blues music has its origins in black slavery. People from Africa were forced to move to live and work as slaves in America. The conditions that they worked in were very hard and they had no choice over where they moved or lived, they were owned by their owner in the same way a house or piece of farm equipment was owned, and they could be bought or sold in the same way.

During their work the slaves would sing – often about how hard their life was and to keep their spirits up. This singing retained some aspects of African music like the use of Call and Response, and the use of non-Western intonation (they tuned their notes slightly differently). These aspects can still be seen in Blues today, although Blues itself did not really appear until the beginning of the 20th Century. Today the difference in tuning can be seen in the blue notes that are in the blues scale – notes that are different to our major scale:
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As blues became more popular it influenced other styles of music, like Rock and Roll. 

If you listen to Rock and Roll classics like “Rock around the Clock”, or “Blue suede shoes”

 you can hear the features of blues music.

“Got one mind for the boss to see, Got another mind for what I know is me.”

Blues lyrics
The lyrics of the blues often cover themes such as love and romance, unemployment and feeling down.

[image: image13.wmf]The 3 lines of the Blues often follow the pattern AAB:

Chicago Bound Blues – Ida Cox

A

Late last night I stayed awake and cried 

A

Late last night I stayed awake and cried

B

Got the Blues for Chicago can’t be satisfied

[image: image14.png]- Y




Red House – Jimi Hendrix

A

There’s a Red House over yonder that’s where my baby’s  at

A

There’s a Red House over yonder that’s where my baby’s  at

B

I ain’t been home to see my baby in ninety one and half days

Often the music for the first two lines is also similar like the words. 

Lord, Mister President, listen to what I’m going to say

Lord, Mister President, listen to what I’m going to say

You can take away all of the alphabet, but please leave the PWA

Don’t take away my PWA – Jimmy Gordon
Important Timbres of Blues

Blues uses many different instruments, here are some of the most common. 
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Trumpet
Saxophone




Trombone
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Harmonica


    
         
              Bass Guitar 
Double Bass
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Acoustic Guitar
Electric Guitar

Piano






“He used to play the guitar and he’d make the guitar say

‘Lord have mercy, Lord have mercy, pray, brother, pray, save poor me.’”

Jelly Jaw Short talking about Charley Patton.
Composing your own Blues piece – a flowchart

	All students must…
	Most students should…
	Some students will…

	Be able to play the 12 bar blues chord progression on page 3

(
Sort out a backing beat – 

either on the keyboard or played live

(
Compose a simple melody using the pentatonic or blues scale using the AAB structure that fits with the 12 bar blues chord sequence

(
Add an introduction
	Be able to play the 12 bar blues chord progression on page 3

(
Experiment with adding 7ths to some of the chords in the 12 bar blues sequence

(
Sort out a backing beat – 

either on the keyboard or played live.

(
Compose a melody using the pentatonic or blues scale using the AAB structure that fits with the 12 bar blues chord sequence

(
Compose a more complex variation on your melody, using swung quavers and syncopation if you haven’t done so already.

(
Decide a structure including an intro and outro.
	Be able to play the 12 bar blues progression on page 3 

(
Experiment with using secondary triads (chords II and VI) as part of the 12 bar chord progression. Also experiment with adding 7ths to some of the chords

(
Sort out a backing beat – 

either on the keyboard or played live – will you change the beat or leave it the same throughout?

(
Compose a melody using the pentatonic or blues scale using the AAB structure that fits with the 12 bar blues chord sequence. Can you use Call and Response in your melody?

(
Compose a more complex variation on your melody, using swung quavers and syncopation if you haven’t done so already. 

(
Write a Bass line using the root of the chord as your starting point.

(
Decide a structure including an intro and outro and breaks – how can your structure be interesting?
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Trumpet: 


Brass instrument with valves.





Harmonica: 


Woodwind instrument played by blowing in and out of and moving sideways to change the pitch.





Guitars:


There are many different types of guitar, used both for chords and also for melodies and solo. 








Saxophone: 


Woodwind instrument very similar to the clarinet.





Trombone: 


Brass instrument with a slide.





Basses: 


Strings are tuned to the same pitches.
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