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 Hinchingbrooke School

 Geography Department

A’ level Geography - Student guide

You will be following the OCR course (H083/H483).

Summary of course

	
	Unit
	Content
	Assessment
	% of A’ level

	AS
	1
	Managing Change in Physical Environments
	· Rivers environments

· Coasts environments

· Cold environments

· Hot arid environments
	1½ hour exam
	25

	
	2
	Managing Change in Human Environments


	· Managing urban change

· Managing rural change

· The energy issue

· The growth of tourism
	1½ hour exam
	25

	A2
	3
	Global Issues
	Environmental issues

· Earth hazards

· Ecosystems 

· Climatic hazards

Economic issues

· Population & resources

· Globalisation

· Development
	2½ hour exam
	30

	
	4
	Geographical Skills
	Students to conduct a range of geographical enquiries
	1½ hour exam
	20


Assessment

Unit 1
Managing Change in Physical Environments

Written assessment (1.5 hour exam) with two sections.

Section A 
Candidates answer two questions from four data response questions.  Candidates must choose one from either rivers or coasts and one from either cold environments or hot environments.

Section B
Candidates answer one question from four extended-writing questions.  There will be one questions from each topic and the question answered must be a different topic to the topics answered in Section A

Unit 2
Managing Change in Human Environments

Same format as Unit 1.

Unit 3 
Global Issues

Written assessment (2.5 hour exam) with two sections.  The unit is synoptic.

Section A
Candidates answer three questions. At least one from three questions on Environmental Issues, one from three on Economical Issues and then one other.

Section B
Candidates answer two essay type questions.  One from six on Environmental Issues and one from six on Economical Issues.

Unit 4
Geographical Skills

Written assessment (1.5 hour exam) with two sections.  The unit is synoptic.

Section A
Candidates answer one question from three based on stimulus material. 

Section B
Candidates answer two extended writing questions, which are based on candidates’ own geographical research.

There are two examination series each year, January and June.

Teaching arrangements

AS

	Class
	Teacher
	Autumn term
	Spring term
	Summer term

	12a
	Mr Milner (3)
	Coasts
	Rivers
	Exam

Energy
	Tourism
	Exam
	Geographical skills

	
	Miss Jones (2)
	Cold 
	Cold (Hot)
	Exam

Urban
	Urban (rural)
	Exam
	Geographical skills

	12c
	Mr Milner (3)
	Coasts
	Rivers
	Exam

Energy
	Tourism
	Exam
	Geographical skills

	
	Mr Evans (2)
	Cold 
	Cold (Hot)
	Exam

Urban
	Urban (rural)
	Exam
	Geographical skills

	12e
	Mrs Flach (3)
	Coasts
	Rivers
	Exam

Energy
	Tourism
	Exam
	Geographical skills

	
	Mr Evans (2)
	Cold 
	Cold (Hot)
	Exam

Urban
	Urban (rural)
	Exam
	Geographical skills


A2 (provisional)

	Class
	Teacher
	Autumn term
	Spring term
	Summer term

	12a
	Miss Jones (3)
	Earth hazards
	Ecosystems 
	Revision and exam preparation

	
	Mr Milner (2)
	Population & resources

and Geographical Skills
	Exam and 

Population & resources
	Revision and exam preparation

	12c
	Mr Evans (3)
	Earth hazards
	Ecosystems 
	Revision and exam preparation

	
	Mr Milner (2)
	Population & resources

and Geographical Skills
	Exam and 

Population & resources
	Revision and exam preparation

	12e
	Mr Evans (3)
	Earth hazards
	Ecosystems 
	Revision and exam preparation

	
	Mrs Flach (3)
	Population & resources

and Geographical Skills
	Exam and 

Population & resources
	Revision and exam preparation


Fieldwork

Fieldwork work is seen as an essential part of the course; it enables you to make sense of the classroom work.  There are three fieldtrips organised to enhance your understanding:

· North Norfolk:  26th-27th and 28th-29th September.  You go on one of the trips.

· River Kym: 15th and 16th November.  You go on one of the trips

· London Olympic site: Date to be confirmed

These three have assignments linked to them (see the website for details)

There is another fieldtrip organised to Shropshire.  This trip will give you the opportunity to conduct a geographical investigation from beginning to end.  The provisional dates are 3rd – 5th July.

And finally, the Iceland trip, which many of you are taking part in, will support your understanding of two of the AS units (cold environments and energy).

Fieldwork for the A2 is still being planned.

Study skills

You will be issued with one textbook at the start of the AS course and another at the start of the A2 course.  The textbook is written for the course, so has everything you need.  With each textbook comes a CD with additional study material.  Both the books and the CDs must be returned at the end of the AS and the A2, otherwise…… you’ll meet my friend pain.

Lessons will not differ much to the ones you were used to in GCSE – your teachers will set you tasks during lessons and homeworks.  However, not all this work will be marked, it is assumed that you complete all tasks set.  You will be given a number of assignments that will be marked.  It is vital that you submit these assignments by the deadlines.  The guidelines and deadlines to these assignments will be given to you when your teacher introduces them and can also be found on the website.

Nice !
