Hinchingbrooke School                                                               Geography Department


A’ level Geography

Course Outline
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Why study Geography?
Geography matters.  It matters because it’s relevant.  Geography’s relevance stems from the fact that it can lay at the heart of government policy making, as well as affecting the way we live our everyday lives.  It considers some of the most critical issues affecting the planet today, such as population growth, globalisation and environmental degradation.  To understand geography is to understand your world. 

Geography’s strength lies in its breadth.  It draws together just about all other subjects and explains the link between them all.  It is the link between science and the arts and looks at key issues such as sustainability, interdependence and global citizenship.

Universities and employers like geography, as it provides you with so many useful skills, including analytical, statistical, presentational and research skills, useful in so many disciplines. 

Why else study geography?  Because it’s fun and you’ll enjoy it !

What course will I study?
Advanced Subsidiary (AS) level geography is the first half of the Advanced (A) level course.  The AS course is generally taken in Year 12 and on completion of it you may opt to take A2 geography, the full A’ level qualification, in Year 13.  There are two units of work for the AS level and a further three for the full A’ level. 

At Hinchingbrooke we follow the OCR syllabus (H083/H483).

What are the entry requirements?

It is not essential that you have studied geography at GCSE in order to take the AS or Advanced GCE course, although it does obviously help.  You will need a minimum of five A-C grades in your GCSEs in order to take the course, with geography, maths and English Language being the most important.

What type of student will enjoy A’ level geography?

Geography appeals to people who:

· Have an interest in the world around them and how it ‘works’.

· Want to investigate the ways in which humans use (and abuse) their environment.

· Are interested in how humans interact with each other around the world.

· Want to look at vital issues affecting us all, such as sustainability and the environment

· Enjoy investigating and analysing information.

· Want to develop a wide range of skills, including fieldwork

What does A’ level geography involve?

A’ level geography is comprised AS geography and A2 geography.  

The AS course is comprised of:

· Unit 1 – Managing physical environments

River environments


Coastal environments


Cold environments


Hot arid environments

· Unit 2 – Managing human environments

Managing urban change


Managing rural change


The energy issue


The growth of tourism

The A2 course is comprised:

· Unit 3 – Global issues

Environmental issues

Earth hazards, ecosystems and climatic hazards

Economic issues


   Population and resources, globalisation and development 

· Unit 4 – Geographical skills

How is the course assessed?

The units are assessed in the following way:

AS 

Unit 1 – Written exam (1 hour 30 minutes) 
25%

Unit 2 - Written exam (1 hour 30 minutes)
25%

A2

Unit 3 – Written exam (2 hour 30 minutes)
30%

Unit 4 – Written exam (1 hour 30 minutes)
20%

How will I be taught?

You will have two teachers for the course and a total of 5 lessons every week. A variety of teaching and learning methods are used; including note taking, essays, private research, debate, presentations and role-play.  The course content will be covered during lesson time, although you will be expected to do further reading outside the classroom.

Fieldwork

An essential part of geography is studying the environment first hand.  In addition to this, Unit 4 requires students to refer to their own fieldwork.  Therefore the department organises a range of fieldwork opportunities to enable students to develop the necessary skills.  These trips include a residential trip to North Norfolk, a study of a local river and a trip to Cambridge.  The department also runs a five-day fieldtrip to Iceland focusing on volcanoes and glaciers and a five-day trip to New York to study urban structure and growth and migration.

Finding out more?

Ask any member of the geography department.

“Of all the sciences, geography finds its origins in action.” Joseph Conrad
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