Picture Research

By now you should have collected a lot of research that will inform you problem solving. You should know whom you are designing for and what they want and need. You should also have a clearly defined problem and some ideas about solving it. Soon you will be sketching your ideas but first you need some inspiration.

When you are starting a new design project it can be really useful to have some pictures that will inspire your design. These pictures can take a number of forms as highlighted below.

Mood Board ~ A mood board tends to set an aesthetic tone for a project. It usually has pictures of objects that are similar in aesthetic style. For example you may choose a natural/organic theme and the resulting mood board would use shells/plants/greens and creams. Conversely you may choose sleek modern design as a theme and pick out chrome plated products or brushed steel finishes.

Parallel Products ~ this would look at products that perform functions like the ones you are planning to make. The images should be as diverse as possible. You should annotate the best bits of each product.

You must analyse the pictures and draw a conclusion. You will get no marks and waste a lot of time if you just stick 20 pictures on a page.
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