
Year 10 Exam Success Evening
Parents – have a go at a GCSE question! 

(This is from the most recent Year 10 assessment !) 



The answers – how did you get on? 



Year 10 Exam Success Evening 

English Language English Literature



English Language – Key information

• There are no tiers anymore – all students will sit the same exams

• Students will be graded using the 1 - 9 system

• There are two exams – each worth 50% of the final grade

• Each exam contains a reading section and a writing section (of equal 
marks)



English Language specification at a glance



Paper 1 in summary

Students will be given one fictional 
text to read



Make sure you list EXACTLY 4 –

• If you put more than 4 it negates the 
points!

• If you put less than 4 you can’t get 4 
marks!



• Students need at least 3 examples

• Students must use subject terminology

• Explain the effect (remember the 3D 
glasses!)

verbs, adverbs, 
personification, 

alliteration, similes and 
metaphors, nouns, 



• Students need at least 3 examples

• Students must use subject terminology 

• Explain the effect (remember the 3D 
glasses!)

Beginnings and endings, 
topic shift, perspectives, 

paragraphing, speech



• Students have to engage with a statement 
about the text. 

• This is a sustained response – and students 
have to make their response convincing.



• Students have two choices for Q 5. 

• Either: They will get a colour picture 
of a scene and must write a 
description of it.

• Or: They will be given an idea for a 
story to write. 



English Language specification at a glance



Paper 2 in summary

Students will be given two non-
fictional texts



Q1: Students pick 
correct answers



The S.Q.I method – (examiner 
recommended!)

Use this 3 part method to answer this question

• Make clear statements about the connections (in this 
case differences)

• Quote details

• Make an inference from the quotation which shows 
understanding.

Q2



This is just the same as Q2 on Paper 1

• Students need at least 3 examples
• Students must use subject terminology
• Explain the effect (remember the 3D 

glasses!)

verbs, adverbs, 
personification, 

alliteration, similes and 
metaphors, nouns, 

Q3





Q5

This was students’ most 
recent assessment.



Doddle homework

Further support:



ISBN: 978 1 78294 370 9 ISBN: 978 1 78294 369 3
YouTube Channel –

Great for explaining approaches to questions

www.bbc.co.uk/skillswise/english www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize Doddle homework



English Literature – Key information

• There are no tiers anymore – all students will sit the same exams

• Students will be graded using the 1 - 9 system

• There are two exams – Paper 1 – worth 40% and Paper 2 – worth 60%

• Students are NOT allowed to take in copies of the texts



English Literature

Year 11 
Work!

‘An Inspector 
Calls.’ (30 + 4 

marks)

Poetry 
anthology  (30 

+ 4 marks)

Unseen 
poetry (24 + 4 

marks)

Macbeth
(or Romeo 
and Juliet)

Dr Jekyll and 
Hyde (or A 
Christmas 

Carol)



English Literature – paper 1 – can you think 
of any ideas for either question?



For the exam, students will be given two essay-style questions based on ‘An 
Inspector Calls.’  They will answer one of them. E.g:  

PAPER 2: 
An 

Inspector 
Calls



PAPER 2: 
Poetry 



PAPER 2: 
Unseen 
poetry  



Doddle homework

Further support:



ISBN: 978 1 84146 120 5 ISBN: 978 1 78294 308 2

www.sparknotes.com www.bbc.co.uk/education
/subjects/zckw2hv

Doddle homework

ISBN: 978 1 78294 364 8ISBN: 978 1 78294 361 7

All CGP 
£5.95

www.shmoop.com



Please take a 
handout!


