Christian Beliefs about the origins of the world

Some Christians believe that the world was created exactly like it is written in the Bible in the book of Genesis:

· It was created in 6 days

· God made it out of nothing

· All living things were there from the beginning as separate species

· Men and women have a special place in creation

· Adam and Eve were the first people (and they disobeyed God)

Other Christians believe that the Genesis story is not literally true because:

· Its disagrees with scientific theories, life the Big Bang theory and evolution

· It is difficult for modern people to believe this story

· They think that the Genesis story is a myth – it contains messages, which are true, but it is not an accurate description of what actually happened

Scientific theories

The Big Bang:

A small piece of dense matter exploded 18million years ago. From inside the explosion the whole universe was formed.
Evolution:

Fossil evidence suggests that all life forms have evolved gradually over time.
 Conflict:

· Plan – God or random explosion?

· Time – 6 days or 18million years

· Humans – there from the start or evolved over time?

Christian views about people and animals:

Christians believe:

1) People are superior to (better than) other animals 

2) People were made in the ‘image of God’ and animals weren’t

3) People were given ‘the breath of life’ and animals weren’t

4) Humans have souls and animals don’t

5) Human life is especially important to God

6) Some Christians – we can do what we want with animals

7) Other Christians – we need to treat animals with respect as God’s creations

Christians and the environment:

Christians believe that hey should protect the environment because:

· They were put on the earth as God’s stewards

· They have been given the job to care for the planet

· They are meant to ‘love your neighbour’ including people in the future

· They should not be greedy and wasteful but should think about God and care for the poor.

Christian attitudes towards war
Some Christians believe that it can be right to fight in a war.  Others believe that it can never be right.

War can be right:

We have a duty to fight evil and defend the weak. ‘An eye for an eye’
Follow the Just War theory of Thomas Aquinas:

· Started by Gov (correct auth)
· Good reason/cause

· Better situation at end of war
· Only when tried everything else

· Kill as few people as possible

· Good chance of winning
War is always wrong:

· Killing in war is the same as murder

· People who are against war are called ‘conscientious objectors’.  Some Christians, especially Quakers, hold this view in times of war.

‘Do not commit murder’

Violence and Pacifism

· Some parts of the Bible tell people to go and fight other tribes or to use violence in revenge ‘An eye for an eye’
· Other parts of the Bible tell people to live in peace with one another and to love our enemies, ‘Love your neighbour.’ 
· People who believe violence is always wrong are pacifists – they think you should never use violence to deal with problems.
· Quakers are pacifists.
Instead of using violence, a pacifist might –
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Treatment of Criminals

· There are different reasons for punishing people – deterrent, protection, reform, revenge
· Some Christians follow the teaching ‘An eye for an eye’ and say that criminals should be treated harshly, including using the death penalty

· Some Christians believe that people who are truly sorry for their crimes should be forgiven, ‘love your neighbour.’ These Christians say that reform is the most important thing.

· Elizabeth Fry was a Christian who worked to improve conditions for prisoners.  She believed that everyone is made ‘in the image of God’ and she campaigned to allow prisoners privacy and education.
Social Injustice

Social injustice is when people in society are not given the same rights and privileges as other people.

All Christians agree that the weak should be protected and that everyone is important to God.

1) Some Christians believe we should help people who do not have equal rights, through charity work and prayer, but we should not challenge a government as religion and politics do not mix. ‘Give to the emperor what it the emperors, and to God what is God’s’

2) Other Christians think we should fight against injustice in any way we can, including challenging governments.  These Christians might belong to the liberation theology movement, like Oscar Romero. ‘Love your neighbour.’
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