Abortion
· Christians attitudes towards abortion vary widely
1) The Roman Catholic Church teaches that abortion is never right.  Human life begins at the moment the egg is fertilised by the sperm (conception).  They also believe that life is sacred and that abortion is the same as murder.  ‘I knew you before you were born.’

2) The Church of England stresses that abortion is a very serious matter, but there are times when abortion might be the kindest choice, for example if the mother’s life is at risk or the baby might be handicapped.  ‘Love your neighbour’
Fertility Treatments
· Not all Christians agree about fertility treatment. 
1) Roman Catholics are most strongly against it.  They say that, if people have no children it must be God’s plan for them, and it is wrong to interfere.  Some people are worried about what happens to ‘spare’ embryos.  ‘Hannah had no children because the Lord had closed her womb’.
2) Church of England Christians say that some fertility treatments are right because they bring happiness and it is a loving way to behave towards people who are desperate to have children, ‘love your neighbour.’  They disagree with surrogacy, however, as it can create a confusing situation for children.
Euthanasia and Suicide
1) Most Christians are against active euthanasia as human life is sacred and people should not take it away. ‘Do not commit murder’
2) Some Christians do believe that passive euthanasia can be the most loving thing to do, when someone is dying in a lot of pain, ‘love your neighbour’.
· Hospices are often Christian organisations, which take care of people who are dying by providing them with pain relief and support.  Many Christians think that hospices are a good alternative to euthanasia.

· Suicide used to be seen by Christians as very wrong, but today most Christians would offer care and sympathy.

Animals in Medical Research
· Christians believe that humans are God’s most important creations, and that humans should have control over other animals
· They have ‘stewardship’ over the earth, which means they should take care of it and the animals.

1) Most Christians think that it acceptable to use animals for our own purposes, including medical research if there is no other way of finding out things doctors need to know.
2) Other Christians (sometimes Quakers) believe that, as God’s creations, we should treat animals with respect and not use them for food, fur, sport or research.


Test Yourself:

1) Which Christian Church teaches that abortion can never be right?

2) In what circumstances might some Christians agree that abortion could be the kindest choice?
3) What do Christians think of fertility treatment?

4) What sort of fertility treatment might a Christian prefer not to use?
5) Why do most Christians think euthanasia is wrong?
6) What is a hospice?

7) What might Christians believe about testing medicines on animals?
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Describe Christian beliefs about abortion.   (8 marks)


To gain high marks, show that you understand Christians have different views about abortion (e.g. Roman Catholic and Church of England.)  Try to give examples of biblical teaching that a Christian might use to support their opinion.





Explain how Christian beliefs might affect a married couple’s attitude towards fertility treatment.  (7 marks)


Show that you understand what fertility treatments are and that different Christians have different beliefs about whether they are acceptable (e.g. Roman Catholic and Church of England Christians.)  Remember to state clearly how the different beliefs would affect the couple’s behaviour.





‘If someone is dying in great pain, it is right to help them to die more quickly.’  Do you agree?    (5 marks)


Explain that Christians generally do not agree with active euthanasia, so they would not agree with this statement.  You might say that some Christians do allow passive euthanasia.  Give a second opinion, perhaps a non-religious person, who might argue that you help relieve people who are suffering.  You also need to explain your own opinion about euthanasia.








