Christian Beliefs about the Soul
· Christians believe humans have a soul, because they were made in the image of God
· The soul does not die, but lives on after the death of the body

· Christians do not believe that people are reborn into this world.  They believe that we each have one life.

· Christians believe that Jesus rose from the dead (resurrection).  They believe that their souls will be raised back to life like Jesus, to live in heaven with God.

Heaven, Hell and Purgatory
· Christians used to believe in heave and hell more literally than they do today
· Christian art often shows heaven as a place with clouds and angels with wings and harps, but Christians don’t believe that heaven is really a place life this.  They believe that heaven is where God rules and they will live for eternity
· Some Christians believe that hell is a place of eternal punishment for people who have done wrong and who have rejected God.  Other people believe that it is a poetic way of describing eternity without God.
· Roman Catholics believe in purgatory for people who have died but are not ready to go straight to heaven.

God as Judge
Christians believe:

1) God will judge them.  In the Parable of the Sheep and the Goats teaches that God will ask people how much care they have shown for others, and they will be judged by this
2) But Christians also believe that God is forgiving.  They say that when Jesus died he took away the sins of the world so that people could be forgiven for the worn g things they do
3) Roman Catholics go to confession to help their judgement and lessen the amount of time they have to spend in purgatory.

Christian Funerals
· Christians are sometimes buried and sometimes cremated
· Christians believe that one day they will be raised to eternal life with Jesus (resurrection).  A Christian funeral service reminds people of this belief

· In most Christian funeral services there are prayers and Bible readings.  There is also often a talk about the person who has died, and sometimes there are hymns.
· The priest reminds people that God gives life and God takes it away.



Test Yourself:

1) What do Christians mean by the soul?
2) Do Christians believe that people can be reborn into this world for another life?
3) What is ‘resurrection’?
4) Which parable teaches that God will judge people according to how much care they have shown for others?
5) What happens at a Christian funeral?

6) Which Christian beliefs are remembered at a funeral service?
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Describe what happens at a Christian funeral.   (8 marks)


In this answer, you need to give as much detail as you can about Christian funerals.  Try to write what is said and done and explain how the features show Christian beliefs about death and the afterlife.  Try to give some differences between different types of funerals, if you can.





Explain how belief in life after death might affect the life of a Christian.  (7 marks)


When you are answering this question, think about what difference to might make to your life if you held Christian beliefs about life after death.  How would you behave if you believed God would judge you one day?  How would you behave if you believed in heaven and hell or if you believed you had to be a Christian to get to heaven?  Think of practical things a Christian might do, for example give to charity, help others or try to convince people to become Christians too.





‘When people die they just stop.  That is the end of the person’  Do you agree?    (5 marks)


Here, you should try and give two different points of view.  You should say what a Christian would think – they would disagree with the statement, as they believe in afterlife.  You should give another viewpoint – someone who doesn’t believe in heaven and hell might agree with the statement.  Also give your own point of view.








