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Judgement

Decision about whether something is right or wrong

Resurrection

Rising from the grave

Immortal

Live forever

Mourn


To feel sorrow or regret for a living person or thing

Grief


To feel deep or violent sorrow or upset

Christian Beliefs about the Soul:

1. A person is not just their mind and body

2. They have an immortal soul, which cannot be seen (invisible)

3. Humans are different to animals because of their soul and were set apart from other animals at creation:


4.
‘Image’ is unclear – could mean something of God’s everlasting nature, i.e. the soul.
5.
Animals were formed from the ground but Adam was given ‘the breath of life’ Genesis 2:7

6.
Christian ideas were interwoven with the Greek philosophers (e.g. Plato), with ideas that the soul:
• Separates from the body when we die

• Can’t be seen but is special and sacred 
7.
St Paul taught that the body and soul are often in conflict – the soul wants to be with God but the body is only interested in luxuries!

8. St Paul also taught that the soul lives forever, whilst our imperfect bodies will die.  Jesus’s resurrection was proof of this life after death.  Christians can expect that they too will be raised by the power of God.

“If there is a natural body, there is also a spiritual body.”  1 Corinthians 44

· Why are humans so valuable to god?

· Would a Christian eat meat?
Christian Understandings of Heaven, Hell & Purgatory





God as Judge

1) God knows us better than we know ourselves (omniscient)

2) God will judge our actions

3) In particular God will judge people based on how much concern they have shown for the poor and the weak, as in the parable of the Sheep and the Goats:

Matthew 25:32-46

“Before him will be gathered all the nations, and he will separate them one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats, and he will place the sheep at his right hand, but the goats at the left.

Then the King will say to those at his right hand, ‘Come, O blessed of my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you found the foundation of the world; for I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me a drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me, I was naked and you clothed me, I was sick and you visited me, I was in prison and you came to me.’  Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when did we see thee hungry and feed thee or thirsty and give thee drink?  And when did we see thee and stranger and welcome thee, or naked and clothe thee?  And when did we see thee sick or in prison and visit thee?’  And the King will answer them, ‘Truly I say to you, as you did it to one of the least of these my brethren, you did it to me.’   

Then he will say to those at his left hand, ‘Depart from me, you cursed, into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels; for I was thirsty and you gave me no drink, I was a stranger and you did not welcome me, naked and you did not clothe me, sick and in prison and you did not visit me.’  Then they will also answer, ‘Lord, when did we see thee hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick or in prison, and did not minister to thee?’  Then he will answer them, ‘Truly I say to you, as you did it not to one of the least of these, you did it not to me.’  And they will go away into eternal punishment and the righteous into eternal life.”


4) Despite this, Christianity teaches that God is loving and forgiving.

5) There will be forgiveness for those who ask for it if they are really sorry, because of their faith in Jesus Christ.

6) Jesus’s death for the sins of others has given everyone the opportunity to be forgiven, if they follow him as long as they recognise the wrong they have done and try to act better in the future.






Christians, like everyone else, are sad when someone they love dies.  However, a Christian funeral service reminds people that, although the dead person can no longer be with family and friends, death is not the end.  Christians share hope that, after death, they will be raised to eternal life with God, and the Christian funeral service reminds them of this hope.  A Christian funeral begins with the words of Jesus:

I am the resurrection and the life.

Christian funeral customs vary in different denominations.  In most churches, there is a short service.  A passage from the Bible is read, chosen to emphasise the hope of eternal life, and prayers are said asking for comfort for the relatives and friends, and giving thanks for the life of the person who has died.  There might be a short talk about the person, to remember his or her personality and achievements, and sometimes a hymn is sung.  It might be a hymn about resurrection, or one which reminds the congregation of the presence of God in times of trouble, or a hymn which was a favourite of the person who died.  Although a funeral service is always a sad occasion, the person leading the service tries not to allow it to become too gloomy, but emphasises the good things about the person’s life and encourages those present to be grateful to have known him or her.

After the service, the dead person might be buried in a coffin in the ground, or might be cremated.  The minister will say more prayers, asking God to be merciful to the dead person’s soul, and reminding people that all life is given be God and that God decided when to take it away.

When the funeral is over, those who have attended the service often go back to the house of the closest relatives, for refreshments and the chance to express their sympathy.
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Genesis 1:27  


So God created man in his own image





MODERN





Focus on the image of a loving and forgiving God.  Don’t focus on hell.





Hell is a place apart from God.  It is symbolic, not literal.





Heaven is state of being with God – this could be spiritual, rather than physical.





We can’t know what heaven is like – words can’t do it justice.  Like nothing on earth.





TRADITIONAL





Heaven and hell are physical places








Hell is something to fear!








People were frightened into going to Church








Idea of a physical resurrection of the body at some point in the future





PURGATORY


In Roman Catholic teaching, purgatory is a state after death for people who are not completely ready to go straight to heaven.  Their souls stay in purgatory until they are free from sin.  Roman Catholics often pray for the souls of those who have died, in the hope that they will not have to stay there for too long.  There is no Biblical reference to purgatory.





HELL


In the past belief in both heaven and hell occupied a central place in Christian thinking.  Today Christians tend to focus on heaven and understand hell as a poetic way of describing an eternity without God, rather than a real place.  In the Middle Ages Christians were very preoccupied with hell and thought of it as a place of everlasting torture for people who turned their backs in Christianity and who had committed wicked deeds.  They encouraged people to join the church by threatening them with the fires of hell if they refused.  





HEAVEN


Christians imagine that when they die, the body is not needed any more but the soul lives on and goes to eternal life with God.  This is known as ‘heaven’.  In Christian art and literature, heaven is often imagined as a place with angels playing on harps, but this is a way of describing something that is it very difficult to put into words.  Heaven involves an existence that is nothing like the way we live on earth.. 


Some Christians believe that, when the world comes to its last days, peoples’ bodies will be brought back to life and so they prefer to be buried, rather than cremated.  Others think that, as heaven is perfect, people will have perfect new bodies and not need their old ones any more.


Most Christians accept that they cannot know what heaven will be like, but they do believe that it will be an eternity with God, when evil and suffering no longer exist.  They find this belief comforting, even if they do not know completely what it will mean.





The Right Hand Group 			The Left Hand Group





EVANGELICAL BELIEFS


Resurrection of body


Soul waits until the end of the world (the Last Day) to be reunited with the body


On the Last Day God will judge everyone on their faith and their behaviour


Good Christians will go to heaven


Christians who have sinned and not asked for forgiveness and non-Christians will go to hell.  


     “I am the way the truth and the life.  No one comes to the Father except through me”











PROTESTANT BELIEFS





The soul goes immediately before God to be judged  (Luke 23:43)





Good Christians will go to heaven





Some think that Christians who have sinned and not asked for forgiveness and non-Christians will go to hell





Many do not believe in hell and believe that there will be an afterlife for people of all religions, based on how they have lived


     “In my Father’s house there are many rooms; if it were not so I would not have told you…”  John 14:2














ROMAN CATHOLIC BELIEFS





1.At death the souls of those who have not sinned since their last confession will go straight to heaven








2.The souls of Christians who have sinned will go to purgatory to be cleansed





3.The souls of those who refused to believe in God or who have committed mortal sins go to hell





4.Jesus will return to earth, the dead will be raised and souls will be united with their bodies 


 


5.God will make a new heaven and a new earth – those from heaven or purgatory will go to heaven, those in hell return to hell.

















ROMAN CATHOLIC





QUAKER








