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Year 7 Transition Residential Visit to Grafham Water Centre

Dear Parents / Carers,

The purpose of this letter is to inform you of the opportunity for your son/daughter to participate in the Year 7 transition residential visit to Grafham Water Centre. The residential constitutes a two-day course with the students staying at the Centre for one night. This is the fifth year the visit has been offered to year 7 students and is an important part of the transition process. Each year this programme has proved even more successful than the previous year and we anticipate that this year will continue that trend.
The programme
The activities offered in the programme are designed to enable the students to gel as a tutor group, to engage with new activities and to draw on a broad range of skills to help them to successfully resolve a series of challenges. They will be accompanied by members of staff including their form tutors, PE staff, co-tutors and other volunteers. All activities will be organised and lead by the highly qualified instructors from Grafham Water Centre. School staff will remain on site throughout the visit.
The cost

The cost of this residential course is £75 which includes all the accommodation and meals for the duration of the trip. This also incorporates a voluntary contribution towards coach travel to and from the Centre and the programme of activities offered.

An initial deposit of £15 is required to secure a place on the trip. The balance of payments can be staged in the months leading up to the trip or made as a single payment prior to departure. Final payment is due by Friday 5th November 2010. 

Please could cheques/cash be returned to the school Finance Office, in an envelope with the student’s name and tutor group, with “Grafham Water Residential 2010” clearly written on the front. Cheques are the preferred method of payment and should be made payable to Hinchingbrooke School.
If you require a further breakdown of the financial details for this trip please contact me through the contact details at the end of this letter. Should the cost of this trip be a barrier to participation, please contact me on the contact details below, to request financial support from the Educational Visits Fund. This fund is limited, but a request for assistance will receive due consideration by the Deputy Head Ethos on the joint recommendation of the Visit Leader and Head of Year.
Dates of the Trip
	Group 1

Sunday 21st November – Monday 22nd  November 
	7C1  and 7M1


	Group 2

Monday 22nd November – Tuesday 23rd November
	7P1 and 7V1


	Group 3

Tuesday 23rd November – Wednesday 24th November
	7C2 and 7M2


	Group 4

Wednesday 24th November – Thursday 25th November
	7P2 and 7V2


	Group 5

Thursday 25th  November – Friday 26th November
	7C3 and 7P3



Transport arrangements

Students will be taken to the Centre by bus departing at 9.30am on the appropriate day and will return by 4.45pm on the following day. Students will need to be picked up from the bus bays at school before 5pm.

Kit List

The students will sleep in 4 – 6 berth rooms and will need the following items:
· Sleeping Bag- pillow not required
· Gloves and hat

· Old trainers (to be worn when sailing)

· Old warm clothing (not jeans, but should include tracksuit or other suitable active wear)

· Casual clothing for the evening
· Bin liners (for transporting dirty/wet clothes home)
· Pocket money – no more than £2.50 (tuck shop and souvenirs)

All valuables should be left at home. Specifically items such as mp3 players, mobile phones and game systems will not be needed during the visit. We cannot take responsibility for any lost, damaged or stolen valuables.
All activity specific / safety equipment for example wet suits, buoyancy aids will be provided by the Centre and are be included in the cost of the trip. The school has a limited supply of sleeping bags that are available for pupils without their own. These will be allocated on a first come first served basis.

Consent
The attached consent form and cheque can be posted to the finance office at the address at the top of this letter at any time between now and the start of the new term. 
If you have any further questions or queries, please do not hesitate to contact me on 01480 375700 Ext. 5785 or email adh@hinchbk.cambs.sch.uk. 

Yours sincerely,
Mr A Hobley
Outdoor and Adventurous Activity Coordinator
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Consent Form for Year 7 Residential visit to Grafham Water Centre
Parental Consent Form

Student information

This form must be completed by parent / carer and signed

Details and date of visit: 

Grafham Water Centre 21st- 26th November 2010
Participant’s name: ……………………………………………………………………………………Form….…….
Address: ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..
Home telephone number: ………………………………………………………………………………………….
Parent / Carer name: ………………………………………………………………………………………………..
Consent (please tick as appropriate)

I am aware of the nature of the programme that my child is about to take part in and I understand that I can seek more detailed information by telephone / in writing from the trip leader Andrew Hobley
I have told my child to pay particular attention to staff giving advice on matters of safety, behaviour and general procedures.

I give consent for my child to take part in activities organised by the staff in connection with the programme
I give consent for photographs to be taken of my child to be used in the local press or school publications.
In the unlikely event of any emergency, I give my consent for my child to receive the appropriate medical treatment.  I will inform the school of any unusual medical circumstances/allergies.

Medical condition: …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

Emergency tel.no: …………………………………………
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Headteacher: Keith Nancekievill Deputy Heads: Stephen Ellison, Di Beddow



My child is a
                      Weak swimmer
(Cannot swim 25m unaided)


                      Average swimmer
(Can swim 25 – 100m unaided)

                      Strong swimmer 
(Can swim 100m unaided)

Signed
………………………………………………
Date …………………….


Please tick the box to indicate that you have included a £15 deposit.

Please cross the box to indicate no monies attached
Please return this form to: Finance Office


