Advanced GCE Business Studies

An introduction for students
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The exam board used for this course is OCR (www.ocr.org.uk).  

The A2 course is based on the study and examination of two units.  They are;

(Unit F297): Strategic Management, and,

(Unit F295): People in Organisations
Key Points

· Both units are assessed by external examinations
· (Unit F297): Strategic Management to Business is worth 30% of your final A2 grade.  It will consist of a 2 hour written paper that is worth 90 marks

· (Unit F295): People in Organisations is worth 20% of your final A2 grade.  It will consist of a 2 hour written paper that is worth 60 marks 

· (Unit F297): Strategic Management will be examined in January

· (Unit F295): People in Organisations will be examined in June

· It is vital that students have an awareness of current business developments.  Students need to watch current affairs programmes and read newspapers.  The Business Studies Department purchases “Business Review” – this should be regularly examined by students

Re–Sits
· There is scope to re take units.  However, it is important to note the following;

· You will be classed as a “private” candidate (which means it is your responsibility to make sure you are entered for the exam to be 

re–taken)

· You will have to pay for the re-take

· There is no limit to the amount of times a student can re-sit a unit

· Timetabled lessons will focus on the current unit being studied and NOT the unit to be re–taken.  This means it is your responsibility to prepare for the exam (after school/extra guidance is at the discretion of your subject teacher)

Assessment Objectives

These are used to evaluate the quality of individual candidates.  There are four assessment objectives.  They are;

· AO1 Demonstrate knowledge and understanding : demonstrate knowledge and understanding of the specified content; 

· AO2 Apply knowledge and understanding :  apply knowledge and understanding to problems and issues arising from both familiar and unfamiliar situations; 

· AO3 Analyse : analyse problems, issues and situations; 

· AO4 Evaluate :  evaluate: distinguish between, and assess appropriateness of, fact and opinion, and judge information from a variety of sources. 

Grading
The A2 consists of two units.  They are;

· Strategic Management (Unit F297), and

· People in Organisations (Unit F295)

The exam board use a Uniform Mark Scale (UMS).  The A2 Business Studies has a total of 400 uniform marks available.  The exam board will convert a student’s raw mark to a uniform mark.

The maximum uniform mark for a unit depends upon the units weighting (how much it contributes to the overall grade).  In the A2 Business Studies, the weighting is as follows;

· Strategic Mangement (Unit F297): 30 % of the final grade
· People in Organisations (Unit F295): 20% of the final grade

The UMS totals are as follows; 

· Strategic Mangement (Unit F297): 120 marks
· People in Organisations (Unit F295): 80 marks

The grade boundaries for each unit and for the overall A2 are shown below;
NOTE:  The total uniform mark for A2 will include the marks you obtained at AS level

	
	Maximum Uniform Mark
	A
	B
	C
	D
	E
	U

	People in Organisations 
	80
	80-64
	63-56
	55-48
	47-40
	39-32
	31-0

	Strategic Management
	120
	120-96
	95-84
	83-72
	71-60
	59-48
	47-0

	A2 Business Studies
	400
	400-320
	319-280
	279-240
	239-200
	199-160
	159-0
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